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my Administration is implementing the first-ever Federal strategy to ad-
vance equality for LGBT people around the world. 

We have witnessed real and lasting change, but our work is not complete. 
I continue to support a fully inclusive Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act, as well as the Respect for Marriage Act. My Administration continues 
to implement the Affordable Care Act, which beginning in 2014, prohibits 
insurers from denying coverage to consumers based on their sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity, as well as the National HIV/AIDS Strategy, which 
addresses the disparate impact of the HIV epidemic among certain LGBT 
sub-communities. We have a long way to go, but if we continue on this 
path together, I am confident that one day soon, from coast to coast, all of 
our young people will look to the future with the same sense of promise 
and possibility. I am confident because I have seen the talent, passion, and 
commitment of LGBT advocates and their allies, and I know that when 
voices are joined in common purpose, they cannot be stopped. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2013 as Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to eliminate prejudice everywhere it exists, and to celebrate 
the great diversity of the American people. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8990 of May 31, 2013 

National Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For centuries, the United States and nations in the Caribbean have grown 
alongside each other as partners in progress. Separated by sea but united 
by a yearning for independence, our countries won the right to chart their 
own destinies after generations of colonial rule. Time and again, we have 
led the way to a brighter future together—from lifting the stains of slavery 
and segregation to widening the circle of opportunity for our sons and 
daughters. 

National Caribbean-American Heritage Month is a time to celebrate those 
enduring achievements. It is also a chance to recognize men and women 
who trace their roots to the Caribbean. Through every chapter of our Na-
tion’s history, Caribbean Americans have made our country stronger—re-
shaping our politics and reigniting the arts, spurring our movements and 
answering the call to serve. Caribbean traditions have enriched our own, 
and woven new threads into our cultural fabric. Again and again, Carib-
bean immigrants and their descendants have reaffirmed America’s promise 
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as a land of opportunity—a place where no matter who you are or where 
you come from, you can make it if you try. 

Together, as a Nation of immigrants, we will keep writing that story. And 
alongside our partners throughout the Caribbean, we will keep working to 
achieve inclusive economic growth, access to clean and affordable energy, 
enhanced security, and lasting opportunity for all our people. As we honor 
Caribbean Americans this month, let us strengthen the ties that bind us as 
members of the Pan American community, and let us resolve to carry them 
forward in the years ahead. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2013 as National 
Caribbean-American Heritage Month. I encourage all Americans to cele-
brate the history and culture of Caribbean Americans with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8991 of May 31, 2013 

National Oceans Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From providing food and energy to helping sustain our climate and our se-
curity, the oceans play a critical role in nearly every part of our national 
life. They connect us to countries around the world, and support transpor-
tation and trade networks that grow our economy. For millions of Ameri-
cans, our coasts are also a gateway to good jobs and a decent living. All 
of us have a stake in keeping the oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes clean and 
productive—which is why we must manage them wisely not just in our 
time, but for generations to come. 

Rising to meet that test means addressing threats like overfishing, pollu-
tion, and climate change. Alongside partners at every level of government 
and throughout the private sector, my Administration is taking up that task. 
Earlier this year, we finalized a plan to turn our National Ocean Policy into 
concrete actions that protect the environment, streamline Federal oper-
ations, and promote economic growth. The plan charts a path to better de-
cision-making through science and data sharing, and it ensures tax dollars 
are spent more efficiently by reducing duplication and cutting red tape. 
Best of all, it puts stock in the American people—drawing on their knowl-
edge and empowering communities to bring local solutions to the chal-
lenges we face. 

By making smart choices in ocean management, we can give our businesses 
the tools they need to thrive while protecting the long-term health of our 
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